“John Singer Sargent: Painting Madame X”

brings to life the passion and the scandal of one of America’s greatest painters and one of the world’s most revered portraits.

Sargent’s “Portrait of Madame X” currently hangs in the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York City. This iconic image by the best-known portrait painter of his time was sold by the artist himself to the Met in 1916. Painted to be exhibited in the Paris Salon of 1884, the image became the centerpiece in a scandal that dominated the exhibition and Sargent’s life and subsequent career. It remains his most recognizable creation and was listed as one of the top 10 portraits of all time in a recent issue of Artist Magazine. But the painting that hangs in the Met is not the painting the artist originally created to be the dramatic pronouncement of his independence as a painter. After the scandal of the Salon, Sargent re-painted a portion of the work, obliterating a single fallen dress strap – re-painting it in a more acceptable configuration. 

For more than 25 years, Bob Diven has been a professional painter, musician, actor and writer. He has used all his experience and talent as an artist to create an evening of theatre that movingly reveals the complex life and breath-taking talent of another artist. His play takes place in Sargent’s London studio on the day the painter decides to sell the portrait he has kept hidden for more than 30 years. At first annoyed by having his work interrupted (by the audience), Sargent soon is enchanting his visitors with his drawing, singing and piano- and banjo-playing as he gradually reveals the internal truth of an event that injured him deeply. 

This show is 40 minutes of intense, energetic theatre that merges historical figure, artist, performer and audience. Following the play, Diven leads a discussion that gives each audience member a unique opportunity to ask questions of and express feelings to the artist who is the performer who is also the playwright.

John Singer Sargent: Painting Madame X recently completed its opening run. It was directed for the stage by Tony-Award winning playwright Mark Medoff. The show is now on tour and available for performance anywhere in the United States. It is designed to be self-contained, portable and technically simple and can be performed in virtually any space that has an electrical outlet and an on/off light switch. (The show is, of course, enhanced by additional lighting and stage affects.) The play is of manageable size and length, and is ideal for small auditoriums in art museums, arts council venues and college and university settings in communities both large and small. In addition to the performance and discussion, Diven also is available to provide a complimentary painting demonstration or lecture.

Thank you for your consideration.













